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A few words from the
festival directors
The summer of 2019 marks the fourth consecutive season since PIANO
WEEK established Moreton Hall School as one of its main UK residencies.
The growing popularity of the festival in Shropshire amongst our participants
from Europe and Asia is a true testament to the unique atmosphere of
creativity and passion for music shared amongst our international faculty,
world-renowned guest artists, participants and audiences alike.
Our series of evening recitals are given by an acclaimed faculty of concert
pianists who hail from all over the world, with a guest appearance by
clarinettist Shelley Levy on Thursday night. All artists performing throughout
the week are highly experienced as pianists and pedagogues and they have
all been giving master classes and lessons to our participants during the
festival. We are delighted that the Steinway concert grand piano, supplied
and maintained by Steinway & Sons in London, represents our strengthening
collaboration with Steinway & Sons in the UK alongside our existing
relationship with the company in Japan and China.
We hope that you enjoy the performances in the Musgrave Theatre and
that we will be able to welcome you back every time PIANO WEEK visits
Moreton Hall. If you would like to know more about what we do or if you
are thinking of joining us next year, please see the details at the back of this
concert programme.

Samantha Ward
Artistic Director & Founder

(+44) 7775 207 066

administrator@pianoweek.com

Maciej Raginia
Creative Director

www.pianoweek.com

Grace Yeo in Recital

Arabesque in C Major Op. 18
Clara Schumann (1819 – 1896)
Deuxième Scherzo in C Major Op. 14
Romance in A flat Major Op. 11 No. 3
Robert Schumann (1810 – 1856)
Carnaval Op. 9
Préambule
Pierrot
Arlequin
Valse noble
Eusebius
Florestan
Coquette
Réplique
Papillons
A.S.C.H – S.C.H.A: Lettres Dansantes
Chiarina
Chopin
Estrella
Reconnaissance
Pantalon et Colombine
Valse allemande
Paganini
Aveu
Promenade
Pause
Marche des Davidsbündler contre les Philistins
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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22 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Robert Schumann (1810 – 1856)

About
The acclaimed Korean concert pianist Grace Yeo begins her all-Schumann recital with the famous
Arabesque, which written in a simple rondo form perfectly showcases the composers lyricism
and reflective beauty. The opening theme repeats itself three times with contrasting episodes
interspersed in between, before ending with a typically Schumann-esque epilogue. Two works
by Clara Schumann follow next, her fiery Deuxième Scherzo demonstrating great bravura and
virtuosity and a much more serene Romance. The performance reaches its emotional high point in
Schumann’s Carnaval, one of the most demanding works in the piano repertoire, which consists of
twenty short pieces depicting the festive season preceding Lent. A recurring motif runs throughout
all twenty movements, despite each one being entirely different in mood and character. Alongside
other Schumann’s compositions, Carnaval was at first considered ‘too difficult for the general public’
to quote the composer himself. Chopin was famously critical of the work, stating that it was ‘not
music at all’. Ravel however did not share this opinion and went on to orchestrate it, following other
composers such as Glazunov and Rimsky-Korsakov. Despite its tremendous technical difficulty, this
masterpiece of piano writing remains one of Schumann’s most performed works today.

Grace Yeo
Grace Yeo was born in Seoul, Korea and commenced her piano studies at the age of four. She
went on to study at the Yewon School and Seoul High School of Arts whilst appearing frequently
as a soloist in Korea. In 2004, she began her undergraduate studies with Professor Hie-Yon Choi
as a scholarship student at the Seoul National University and was invited to perform at the Young
Artists Concert Series in Seoul. In 2008, she was awarded the Barbara Stringer Scholarship for
postgraduate studies in London at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama where she entered the
class of Joan Havill. She graduated with distinction, holding a Masters of Performance degree. She
was subsequently awarded the GSMD Piano Fellowship for 2010/11 and 2011/12. Grace has
been a major prize-winner in many competitions including First Prize in the Bechstein-Samick Piano
Competition in Korea 2006; First Prize and Audience Prize in the Beethoven Society of Europe’s
Piano Competition in London 2009; the Norah Sande Award Competition 2010; the ‘Premio
Speciale Rosa Logrieco’ Beethoven Prize at the Arcangelo Speranza Competition in Italy 2011;
the Hastings International Piano Concerto Competition 2012; and the Brant International Piano
Competition in 2013. She has given solo recitals in London including Kings Place, St Martin-in-theFields, St James’s Piccadilly, Drapers’ Hall and Salters’ Hall. Major performances have included the
Royal Festival Hall in 2011, courtesy of the Philharmonia Orchestra/Martin Musical Scholarship
Fund, and in 2012/13 she made her début recitals at the Wigmore Hall and the Purcell Room.
Most recently Grace performed live on BBC Radio Three’s ‘In Tune’. Other highlights include piano
concertos to capacity audiences at Birmingham Symphony Hall, at the Royal Albert Hall and at the
Yamaha Concert Hall in Vienna. The RAH performances were released as DVD/CD recordings on
Kingsway Music Records.
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Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750)/György Kurtág (1926 – )
Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750)/Leonard Duck (1938 – )
Sheep may safely graze
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791)
Sonata No. 5 in C major KV521
Allegro
Andante
Allegretto
Frédéric Chopin (1810 – 1849)
Nocturne in B Major Op. 62 No. 1
Ballade No. 3 in A flat Major Op. 47
Maurice Ravel (1875 – 1937)
Ma mère l’Oye
Pavane de la Belle au bois dormant
Petit Poucet
Laideronnette, impératrice des pagodes
Les entretiens de la belle et de la bête
Le jardin féerique
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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23 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Mark Nixon, Madalina Rusu &
Grace Yeo: Solo & Four Hands

About
South African pianist Mark Nixon joins forces with fellow faculty members Madalina Rusu and Grace
Yeo in a programme of works by Bach, Mozart and Ravel. The two contrasting duet transcriptions
of movements from Bach’s cantatas open tonight’s recital. The first one is funeral music; a deeply
spiritual piece and the second is the soprano aria from the cantata Was mir behagt, ist nur die
muntre Jagd, which is often heard at weddings. Mozart’s genial Sonata KV521 follows, displaying
the composer’s effortless mastery of compositional style in his later works. It opens with a robust
idea in octaves, with a gentle response that quickly becomes a conversation and this element
remains a feature throughout the work. Two solo pieces by Chopin provide variety within the duet
programme, the dreamy Nocturne in B major and his third Ballade in A flat Major. In the final work,
Ravel’s Ma mére l’Oye, we remain in the world of fantasy, this time of fairy-tales. Composed in 1910,
it bears the subtitle ‘five children’s pieces’. La Belle au bois dormant and Petit Poucet are based on
the tales of Charles Perrault, while Laideronnette is inspired by a tale The Green Serpent by Madame
d’Aulnoy. La belle et de la bête is based on the version by Jeanne-Marie Le Prince de Beaumont.

Mark Nixon
Mark Nixon is a graduate of the University of Cape Town, the University of South Africa (UNISA),
the Amsterdam Conservatory and the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London. His teachers
have included Laura Searle, Lamar Crowson, Håkon Austbø and Graham Johnson. From 2000 –
2002 he was the Anthony Saltmarsh Junior Fellow at the Royal College of Music. Mark has received
many prestigious awards, including first prizes in the Adolph Hallis Piano Competition in 1994 and
the Nederburg-UNISA National Piano Competition in 1998. In 1997 he was awarded the two
most sought-after scholarships in the country: the SAMRO scholarship for pianists and the UNISA
PJ Lemmer scholarship for performers. In 2000 he was selected as a ‘Young Concert Artist’ of the
National Federation of Music Societies in the United Kingdom (now known as ‘Making Music’). In
2008 he was again selected, this time as a duo with the soprano Erica Eloff. He has performed
as concerto soloist with all the South African orchestras, the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra
and with several orchestras in England. As solo recitalist and pianist-accompanist he has appeared
extensively in South Africa as well as at the Wigmore Hall, Purcell Room and Linbury Theatre in
Covent Garden. In 2006 he won the accompanist’s prize at the Great Elm Vocal Awards held at the
Wigmore Hall. Engagements have included concerts in Holland, France, Britain and recital tours
of South Africa. Also a dedicated and busy teacher, Mark is Head of Keyboard at King’s College
School, Wimbledon. In 2010 he released a CD of songs in collaboration with the soprano Erica
Eloff. In 2012 he launched a CD of works for solo piano by Liszt, Brahms and Debussy on Stringwise
Records. Both recordings were extremely well received and are often to be heard on Classic FM and
Fine Music Radio.
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Samantha Ward & Maciej Raginia:
Works For Four Hands
Dolly Suite Op. 56
Berceuse
Mi-a-ou
Le Jardin de Dolly
Kitty-Valse
Tendresse
Le Pas Espagnole
Melanie Spanswick (1969 – )
A String of Pearls
Claude Debussy (1862 – 1918)
Petite Suite L65
En bateau: Andantino
Cortège: Moderato
Menuet: Moderato
Ballet: Allegro giusto
Astor Piazzolla (1921 – 1992)/Roberto Russo (1969 – )
Contrabajeando
Astor Piazzolla (1921 – 1992)/Peter Petrof (1961 – )
Oblivion
Astor Piazzolla (1921 – 1992)/Khatia Buniatishvili (1987 – )
Libertango
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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24 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Gabriel Fauré (1845 – 1924)

About
In an eclectic programme of repertoire for four hands, festival directors Samantha Ward and Maciej
Raginia combine famous works by Fauré and Debussy with new piano transcriptions of some of the
most iconic compositions by the Argentine tango composer and bandoneon player Astor Piazzolla.
Opening with a suite of six short pieces, which Fauré wrote for Hélène Bardac (the title Dolly),
Samantha and Maciej take the listeners on a journey through the composer’s whimsical titles behind
which lies a vivid world of childhood memories. A String of Pearls by Melanie Spanswick follows
next, bringing its oriental harmonies and searching element to the fore. Inspired by Minimalism, the
composer creates rich soundscapes through the intricate use of musical textures. This is followed by
Debussy’s Petite Suite (1886 – 1889) in its original piano duet version, which was later orchestrated
by Henri Büsser in 1907, to great critical acclaim. A clear departure from his compositions at the
time, the suite captivates the audience with its simplicity, wealth of imagination and colour. The
concert is brought to a close with a selection of three piano transcriptions from Astor Piazzolla’s
oeuvre. By merging elements of jazz, dissonance and improvisation with the Baroque passacaglia
technique, the composer creates an extraordinary fusion of tango.

Samantha Ward

Artistic Director & Founder
Samantha Ward has performed extensively around the UK, China, Japan, Germany, Italy, France,
Greece and Macau, appearing on national television and radio numerous times. She has performed
in major venues such as the Wigmore Hall, St Martin-in-the-Fields, St John’s Smith Square,
Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall, St David’s Hall in Cardiff and Tokyo’s Toppan Hall. She has won
first prize in a number of competitions, such as the Making Music Philip and Dorothy Green Award
for Young Concert Artists, the Beethoven Society of Europe’s Intercollegiate Piano Competition,
The Hastings International Concerto Competition and the Worshipful Company of Musicians’
Maisie Lewis award. In August 2013, Samantha founded PIANO WEEK, her international festival
and summer school for pianists of all ages and abilities. At PIANO WEEK 2015, 2016, 2017
and 2018, Samantha joined forces in two piano recitals with Stephen Kovacevich. In August this
year, Samantha performs alongside her husband Maciej Raginia, with internationally acclaimed
Australian pianist Leslie Howard. PIANO WEEK is supported by both Steinway&Sons (UK, Japan
and China) and Schott Music Publishers. Samantha is also a recording artist, author and composer
for Schott Music publishers and recently recorded a solo album for Quartz Music in 2018, as well
as a concerto album for SOMM with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra under Charles
Peebles in 2019. She gave a series of master classes and recitals throughout Asia and was invited
to be a jury member for the Hong Kong Youth Piano Competition in 2018. In 2016, Samantha
was commissioned to write a piece for Sir Andrew Parmley, for his inauguration as the Lord Mayor
of London. Samantha was awarded a fellowship from the Guildhall School of Music for the year
2007/8, where she studied under the Senior Professor Joan Havill. She previously studied with
Leslie Riskowitz and at Chetham’s School of Music with Alicja Fiderkiewicz.
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Samantha Ward & Maciej Raginia:
Works For Four Hands
Dolly Suite Op. 56
Berceuse
Mi-a-ou
Le Jardin de Dolly
Kitty-Valse
Tendresse
Le Pas Espagnole
Melanie Spanswick (1969 – )
A String of Pearls
Claude Debussy (1862 – 1918)
Petite Suite L65
En bateau: Andantino
Cortège: Moderato
Menuet: Moderato
Ballet: Allegro giusto
Astor Piazzolla (1921 – 1992)/Roberto Russo (1969 – )
Contrabajeando
Astor Piazzolla (1921 – 1992)/Peter Petrof (1961 – )
Oblivion
Astor Piazzolla (1921 – 1992)/Khatia Buniatishvili (1987 – )
Libertango
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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24 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Gabriel Fauré (1845 – 1924)

About
In an eclectic programme of repertoire for four hands, festival directors Samantha Ward and Maciej
Raginia combine famous works by Fauré and Debussy with new piano transcriptions of some of the
most iconic compositions by the Argentine tango composer and bandoneon player Astor Piazzolla.
Opening with a suite of six short pieces, which Fauré wrote for Hélène Bardac (the title Dolly),
Samantha and Maciej take the listeners on a journey through the composer’s whimsical titles behind
which lies a vivid world of childhood memories. A String of Pearls by Melanie Spanswick follows
next, bringing its oriental harmonies and searching element to the fore. Inspired by Minimalism, the
composer creates rich soundscapes through the intricate use of musical textures. This is followed by
Debussy’s Petite Suite (1886 – 1889) in its original piano duet version, which was later orchestrated
by Henri Büsser in 1907, to great critical acclaim. A clear departure from his compositions at the
time, the suite captivates the audience with its simplicity, wealth of imagination and colour. The
concert is brought to a close with a selection of three piano transcriptions from Astor Piazzolla’s
oeuvre. By merging elements of jazz, dissonance and improvisation with the Baroque passacaglia
technique, the composer creates an extraordinary fusion of tango.

Maciej Raginia
Creative Director

Polish pianist Maciej Raginia is in demand as a soloist around the UK and abroad, and he has appeared
on Polish television several times, winning prizes in several international piano competitions. Praised
for his ‘strong artistic personality’ (Tydzien Polski), ‘mastery of the piano’ (Markische Allgemaine)
‘subtle tonal colours’ (Potsdamer Neueste Nachrichten) and ‘great powers of communication from
the platform’ (British pianist Andrew Ball), over the last decade Maciej has toured Europe and Asia
giving concerts in the Gewandhaus, Mendelssohn-Saal and the Mendelssohn-Haus (Leipzig), the
Hochschule für Music und Theather and the Niedersächsischer Landtag (Hannover), the Schloss
Glienicke (Potsdam), King’s College (Cambridge), St. John’s Smith Square and St Martin-in-theFields (London), the Auditorio (Zaragoza) and the Nuevo Casino Principal (Pamplona) and Tokyo’s
Toppan Hall, among many others. In 2016 Maciej joined PIANO WEEK as the creative director,
following in the footsteps of his pianist wife Samantha Ward, its founder & artistic director. This
summer, Maciej will join forces with Samantha and world-renowned Australian pianist Leslie
Howard at the festival’s Moreton Hall School residency in August. Maciej received his first piano
lessons from Aleksandra Walczak and Krystyna Filipowska in Poland, before he continued his
studies with American pianist Kevin Kenner at the Royal College of Music in London. In 2008,
supported by a City of London Corporation Scholarship Award, he gained a Masters Degree in
Music Performance from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama under the tutelage of the Senior
Professor Joan Havill. He has also trained in masterclasses with some of the world’s legendary
pianists, musicologists and pedagogues such as Robert Levin, the late Halina Czerny-Stefanska,
Grigory Sokolov’s pupil and assistant Alexei Orlovetsky and Elisabeth Leonskaja; a relationship
which has continued to the present day.
10

Friedrich Burgmüller (1806 – 1874)
Duo for Piano and Clarinet in E flat Major Op. 15
Robert Schumann (1810 – 1856)
Drei Fantasiestücke for Clarinet and Piano Op. 73
Zart und mit Ausdruck
Lebhaft, leicht
Rasch und mit Feuer
Eugène Bozza (1905 – 1991)
Idylle
Claribel
Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897)
Sonata No. 1 in F minor for Clarinet and Piano Op. 120
Allegro appassionato
Andante un poco Adagio
Allegretto grazioso
Vivace
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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25 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Shelley Levy & Samantha Ward:
Chamber Music

About
The festival director Samantha Ward joins forces with clarinettist Shelley Levy for tonight’s recital,
opening with the Duo in E flat Major for clarinet and piano by Burgmüller. The work is formed of
three contrasting sections, all of which are beautifully lyrical as well as passionate in parts, ending
with a dramatic flourish in both instruments, bringing the piece to a brilliant finale. Schumann’s Drei
Fantasiestücke Op. 73 follow on next in the programme, demonstrating the composer’s immense
poetry and variety of tonal colours. The three pieces were written in 1849, when Schumann
was under a great deal of stress at home with an ever-growing family to look after while also
being emotionally invested in massive works such as his opera Genoveva. Two short but beautiful
compositions by Eugène Bozza create a segue into the tour de force of the evening, Brahms’ Sonata
No. 1 for Clarinet and Piano, which brings the performance to a powerful close. Brahms was one of
the first composers to utilise this combination of the piano and clarinet and his two sonatas were
the last chamber music works he wrote before his death in 1897. Today, they have a firm place in
the clarinet repertoire as some of the greatest works ever composed for the instrument.

Samantha Ward

Artistic Director & Founder
Samantha Ward has performed extensively around the UK, China, Japan, Germany, Italy, France,
Greece and Macau, appearing on national television and radio numerous times. She has performed
in major venues such as the Wigmore Hall, St Martin-in-the-Fields, St John’s Smith Square,
Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall, St David’s Hall in Cardiff and Tokyo’s Toppan Hall. She has won
first prize in a number of competitions, such as the Making Music Philip and Dorothy Green Award
for Young Concert Artists, the Beethoven Society of Europe’s Intercollegiate Piano Competition,
The Hastings International Concerto Competition and the Worshipful Company of Musicians’
Maisie Lewis award. In August 2013, Samantha founded PIANO WEEK, her international festival
and summer school for pianists of all ages and abilities. At PIANO WEEK 2015, 2016, 2017
and 2018, Samantha joined forces in two piano recitals with Stephen Kovacevich. In August this
year, Samantha performs alongside her husband Maciej Raginia, with internationally acclaimed
Australian pianist Leslie Howard. PIANO WEEK is supported by both Steinway&Sons (UK, Japan
and China) and Schott Music Publishers. Samantha is also a recording artist, author and composer
for Schott Music publishers and recently recorded a solo album for Quartz Music in 2018, as well
as a concerto album for SOMM with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra under Charles
Peebles in 2019. She gave a series of master classes and recitals throughout Asia and was invited
to be a jury member for the Hong Kong Youth Piano Competition in 2018. In 2016, Samantha
was commissioned to write a piece for Sir Andrew Parmley, for his inauguration as the Lord Mayor
of London. Samantha was awarded a fellowship from the Guildhall School of Music for the year
2007/8, where she studied under the Senior Professor Joan Havill. She previously studied with
Leslie Riskowitz and at Chetham’s School of Music with Alicja Fiderkiewicz.
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Friedrich Burgmüller (1806 – 1874)
Duo for Piano and Clarinet in E flat Major Op. 15
Robert Schumann (1810 – 1856)
Drei Fantasiestücke for Clarinet and Piano Op. 73
Zart und mit Ausdruck
Lebhaft, leicht
Rasch und mit Feuer
Eugène Bozza (1905 – 1991)
Idylle
Claribel
Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897)
Sonata No. 1 in F minor for Clarinet and Piano Op. 120
Allegro appassionato
Andante un poco Adagio
Allegretto grazioso
Vivace
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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25 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Shelley Levy & Samantha Ward:
Chamber Music

About
The festival director Samantha Ward joins forces with clarinettist Shelley Levy for tonight’s recital,
opening with the Duo in E flat Major for clarinet and piano by Burgmüller. The work is formed of
three contrasting sections, all of which are beautifully lyrical as well as passionate in parts, ending
with a dramatic flourish in both instruments, bringing the piece to a brilliant finale. Schumann’s Drei
Fantasiestücke Op. 73 follow on next in the programme, demonstrating the composer’s immense
poetry and variety of tonal colours. The three pieces were written in 1849, when Schumann
was under a great deal of stress at home with an ever-growing family to look after while also
being emotionally invested in massive works such as his opera Genoveva. Two short but beautiful
compositions by Eugène Bozza create a segue into the tour de force of the evening, Brahms’ Sonata
No. 1 for Clarinet and Piano, which brings the performance to a powerful close. Brahms was one of
the first composers to utilise this combination of the piano and clarinet and his two sonatas were
the last chamber music works he wrote before his death in 1897. Today, they have a firm place in
the clarinet repertoire as some of the greatest works ever composed for the instrument.

Shelley Levy
Clarinettist Shelley Levy was born in South Africa and began her studies at the University of Cape
Town graduating with a performer’s diploma in 1992. She was then awarded a prestigious Swiss
government scholarship to study at the Geneva Conservatoire where she graduated with a Prix
de Virtuosite (Premiere Prix) in 1996. Shelley continued her studies at the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama in London, where she received a post graduate diploma in orchestral training in
1997. Her teachers have included Oliver de Groote, Walter Boeykens, Thomas Friedli, Joan Enric
Lluna, Thea King and Michael Whight. She has also participated in masterclasses with Antony Pay,
Michael Collins, Maurice Borgue, Lamar Crowson and the Floristan Trio. In 1991 Shelley won the
Oudemeester competition for wind instruments, the Natal 75th Anniversary Prize for Orchestral
Instruments and the wind category of the ATKV Forte Competition in South Africa. In 1994 she
was a finalist in the South African Broadcasting Corporation of Music Competitions, and in 1997
a woodwind finalist in the Royal Overseas League Competition, London. Shelley has performed in
the UK and abroad, and as a soloist with all the major symphony orchestras in South Africa as well
as with the Geneva Conservatoire Orchestra. She has performed as an orchestral freelancer in
the Cape Town Symphony Orchestra, the Natal Philharmonic Orchestra, the Brunel Ensemble, the
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra among others. Shelley
has given numerous recitals in South Africa, France, Germany, Greece, Sweden, The Netherlands,
Switzerland and Canada. In 2010 she commissioned and gave the World Premier of Yoko Kubo’s
piece ‘Reflections’ for flute and clarinet at the Sani International Festival in Greece. In the UK
Shelley has appeared at the Royal Albert Hall and the Barbican and has been broadcast by BBC
Radio 3 with the Leto Ensemble.
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Percy Grainger (1882 – 1961)
English Dance
For two pianos, six hands
Green Bushes
For two pianos, six hands
Jutish Medley
For two pianos, six hands
The Warriors
For two pianos, six hands
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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26 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Samantha Ward, Maciej Raginia,
Madalina Rusu & Grace Yeo
play Percy Grainger

About
The festival directors Samantha Ward and Maciej Raginia join forces with Romanian pianist Madalina
Rusu and South Korean pianist Grace Yeo in a rare programme celebrating works for two pianos and
six hands by Australian composer Percy Grainger. The evening opens with his fiery English Dance
(1924), echoing Rachmaninoff’s virtuosic writing with its rich textures and emotionally charged
compositional style. This is followed by Green Bushes (1921) for two pianos, an arrangement of an
English and a Scottish folk song dating back to the 1820s. The popularity of the original theme was
aided by the success of William Buckstone’s melodrama A Hundred Years Ago (1845), in which the
main character sings it on numerous occasions. The brisk melody in F Major soon unravels in all
three piano parts in a meandering passacaglia, which slowly draws the listeners into following its
every turn. The concert comes to a close with the eclectic Jutish Medley (1927/1930), a movement
from the composer’s Danish Folksongs Suite with its ‘elastic scoring’ set for two instruments to fullsize orchestra. The tumultuous Warriors (1913 – 1916) interspersed with the lyricism of its slow
melodic lines and sudden raptures of true orchestral writing forms the beating heart of tonight’s
recital.

Samantha Ward

Artistic Director & Founder
Samantha Ward has performed extensively around the UK, China, Japan, Germany, Italy, France,
Greece and Macau, appearing on national television and radio numerous times. She has performed
in major venues such as the Wigmore Hall, St Martin-in-the-Fields, St John’s Smith Square,
Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall, St David’s Hall in Cardiff and Tokyo’s Toppan Hall. She has won
first prize in a number of competitions, such as the Making Music Philip and Dorothy Green Award
for Young Concert Artists, the Beethoven Society of Europe’s Intercollegiate Piano Competition,
The Hastings International Concerto Competition and the Worshipful Company of Musicians’
Maisie Lewis award. In August 2013, Samantha founded PIANO WEEK, her international festival
and summer school for pianists of all ages and abilities. At PIANO WEEK 2015, 2016, 2017
and 2018, Samantha joined forces in two piano recitals with Stephen Kovacevich. In August this
year, Samantha performs alongside her husband Maciej Raginia, with internationally acclaimed
Australian pianist Leslie Howard. PIANO WEEK is supported by both Steinway&Sons (UK, Japan
and China) and Schott Music Publishers. Samantha is also a recording artist, author and composer
for Schott Music publishers and recently recorded a solo album for Quartz Music in 2018, as well
as a concerto album for SOMM with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra under Charles
Peebles in 2019. She gave a series of master classes and recitals throughout Asia and was invited
to be a jury member for the Hong Kong Youth Piano Competition in 2018. In 2016, Samantha
was commissioned to write a piece for Sir Andrew Parmley, for his inauguration as the Lord Mayor
of London. Samantha was awarded a fellowship from the Guildhall School of Music for the year
2007/8, where she studied under the Senior Professor Joan Havill. She previously studied with
Leslie Riskowitz and at Chetham’s School of Music with Alicja Fiderkiewicz.
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Percy Grainger (1882 – 1961)
English Dance
For two pianos, six hands
Green Bushes
For two pianos, six hands
Jutish Medley
For two pianos, six hands
The Warriors
For two pianos, six hands
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
17

26 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Samantha Ward, Maciej Raginia,
Madalina Rusu & Grace Yeo
play Percy Grainger

About
The festival directors Samantha Ward and Maciej Raginia join forces with Romanian pianist Madalina
Rusu and South Korean pianist Grace Yeo in a rare programme celebrating works for two pianos and
six hands by Australian composer Percy Grainger. The evening opens with his fiery English Dance
(1924), echoing Rachmaninoff’s virtuosic writing with its rich textures and emotionally charged
compositional style. This is followed by Green Bushes (1921) for two pianos, an arrangement of an
English and a Scottish folk song dating back to the 1820s. The popularity of the original theme was
aided by the success of William Buckstone’s melodrama A Hundred Years Ago (1845), in which the
main character sings it on numerous occasions. The brisk melody in F Major soon unravels in all
three piano parts in a meandering passacaglia, which slowly draws the listeners into following its
every turn. The concert comes to a close with the eclectic Jutish Medley (1927/1930), a movement
from the composer’s Danish Folksongs Suite with its ‘elastic scoring’ set for two instruments to fullsize orchestra. The tumultuous Warriors (1913 – 1916) interspersed with the lyricism of its slow
melodic lines and sudden raptures of true orchestral writing forms the beating heart of tonight’s
recital.

Maciej Raginia
Creative Director

Polish pianist Maciej Raginia is in demand as a soloist around the UK and abroad, and he has appeared
on Polish television several times, winning prizes in several international piano competitions. Praised
for his ‘strong artistic personality’ (Tydzien Polski), ‘mastery of the piano’ (Markische Allgemaine)
‘subtle tonal colours’ (Potsdamer Neueste Nachrichten) and ‘great powers of communication from
the platform’ (British pianist Andrew Ball), over the last decade Maciej has toured Europe and Asia
giving concerts in the Gewandhaus, Mendelssohn-Saal and the Mendelssohn-Haus (Leipzig), the
Hochschule für Music und Theather and the Niedersächsischer Landtag (Hannover), the Schloss
Glienicke (Potsdam), King’s College (Cambridge), St. John’s Smith Square and St Martin-in-theFields (London), the Auditorio (Zaragoza) and the Nuevo Casino Principal (Pamplona) and Tokyo’s
Toppan Hall, among many others. In 2016 Maciej joined PIANO WEEK as the creative director,
following in the footsteps of his pianist wife Samantha Ward, its founder & artistic director. This
summer, Maciej will join forces with Samantha and world-renowned Australian pianist Leslie
Howard at the festival’s Moreton Hall School residency in August. Maciej received his first piano
lessons from Aleksandra Walczak and Krystyna Filipowska in Poland, before he continued his
studies with American pianist Kevin Kenner at the Royal College of Music in London. In 2008,
supported by a City of London Corporation Scholarship Award, he gained a Masters Degree in
Music Performance from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama under the tutelage of the Senior
Professor Joan Havill. He has also trained in masterclasses with some of the world’s legendary
pianists, musicologists and pedagogues such as Robert Levin, the late Halina Czerny-Stefanska,
Grigory Sokolov’s pupil and assistant Alexei Orlovetsky and Elisabeth Leonskaja; a relationship
which has continued to the present day.
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George Enescu (1881 – 1955)
Suite No. 2 in D Major Op. 10
III. Pavane
Robert Schumann (1810 – 1856)
Arabesque in C major Op. 18
Franz Liszt (1811 – 1886)
Années de pèlerinage, deuxième année – Italie S.161
No. 5 Sonetto 104 del Petrarca
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 12 in C sharp minor S.244/2
Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873 – 1943)
Six Moments Musicaux Op. 16
No. 1 Andantino in B flat minor
No. 2 Allegretto in E flat minor
No. 3 Andante cantabile in B minor
No. 4 Presto in E minor
No. 5 Adagio sostenuto in D flat Major
No. 6 Maestoso in C Major
Duration
This concert will last approximately 60 minutes, with no interval.
TICKETS £7/£12
FREE ENTRY for the festival’s participants.
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on | IN COLLABORATION WITH
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27 July 2019 | Musgrave Theatre | 7:30pm

Madalina Rusu in Recital

About
Internationally acclaimed Romanian pianist Madalina Rusu presents a romantic programme, opening
with a composition by one of her compatriots, George Enescu. A lyrical and intimate rendition of
Romanian folk music, Pavane, introduces the intoxicating sound of the Nai (Romanian pan flute)
mixed with a clear French influence. Followed by the charming and tender Schumann’s Arabesque,
Madalina offers the audience one of Liszt’s most loved and passionate piano works Sonetto 104
based on Petrarca’s sonnet in which the poet declares his undying love for Laura, a woman he only
met once. The dark and fiery Hungarian Rhapsody No. 12, one of Liszt’s finest rhapsodies comes
next. Inspired by the folk and gypsy songs and dances of Hungary and Romania, the piece builds
up to a magnificent finale exploring the dance of Czardas. Rachmaninoff’s Six Moments Musicaux are
the climax of the performance. Written in 1896 when the composer was only twenty three years
old and suffering from depression, brought on by the unfavourable reviews of his First Symphony,
the set of six pieces is widely regarded as a catalyst and turning point in Rachmaninoff’s career. His
unique style can be heard in each of the compositions, with all of them existing as concert works
in their own right.

Madalina Rusu
Madalina Rusu is quickly establishing a successful career as a soloist and chamber musician. She
has performed in Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Croatia, Greece, Italy, Spain and Portugal. Since her
arrival in London, Madalina has appeared as a soloist at the Barbican Hall, Cadogan Hall, LSO St
Luke’s, St Martin’s in the Fields and Fairfield Halls. Madalina is a recipient of scholarship awards by
the Martin Musical Fund/Phillarmonia Orchestra (2005 – 2009), the Ratiu Family Foundation (2005
– 2008), and winner of the Brancusi Award given by the Prodan Romanian Cultural Centre (2008),
the Boise Foundation scholarship (2009), the Ian Flemming MBF award (2009), and the Edith Vogel
Bursary (2009). Madalina’s list of prizes include 1st prize at the International Piano Competition
PRO – PIANO, Bucharest (2002), winner of the Croydon Concerto Competition (2007), and winner
of all the internal competitions at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama (2005, 2008). Madalina
is also a major prize winner in the International Piano Competition ‘Konzerteum’ (Athens, 2000),
the Oxford Professional Recital Prize (2005, 2007, 2008), the Tunbridge Wells International Young
Artists Competition (2008), and the Hastings International Piano Concerto Competition (2009).
During her studies, Madalina has played in numerous masterclasses with distinguished musicians
such as Richard Goode, Paul Lewis, John Lill, Imogen Cooper, Simon Trpčeski, Stephen Kovacevich,
Pascal Rogé, Bryce Morrison, Alfredo Perl, Joanna MacGregor, Douglas Finch, Daniel Adni, and
Andrew Zolinsky. Born in Romania, Madalina studied at the Music High School in Constanta with
professors Iuliana Carlig, Cristian Dumitrescu and Constantin Ionescu – Vovu. She gained a first
class BMus Honours degree as well as a Masters degree in performance with distinction at the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama, under the tutelage of Senior Professor, Joan Havill. She was
subsequently awarded a Guildhall Artist Fellowship for continued studies at the school.
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ith a feeling of ever-present passion and love for music permeating
the festival’s atmosphere, PIANO WEEK is second to none amongst
piano courses and festivals, boasting an unparalleled intensity, a
holistic approach to piano playing and a bespoke and imaginative programme.
Whether you choose our standard or intensive option, you will receive between
24 and 29 hours of tuition and advice from top professionals in the music industry.

PIANO WEEK is second to none amongst
piano courses and festivals, boasting an
unparalleled intensity, a holistic approach to
piano playing and a bespoke and imaginative
programme.
Join us and be immersed in a multitude of master classes, one-to-one and duet
lessons as well as receive coaching on sight-reading, listening, composition,
harmony, theory and memorisation. You will be able to attend recitals given by
our acclaimed faculty of international concert pianists and there will also be many
chances for you to perform as a soloist and in part of a duo throughout the week.

PHOTO GR APHY: DANIELE CIFERRI

Passion for music
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World-class tuition
We have welcomed world-renowned guest artists
such as Stephen Kovacevich, Leslie Howard,
Leon McCawley, Chenyin Li and David Fung
In your spare time you can go swimming, work out or take part in a yoga class at
one of our UK venues. In Italy, you can experience the Umbrian countryside as
well as Foligno’s fine restaurants or come to Japan and discover old Tokyo hidden
away in the alleyways of Monzen Nakacho. Since the inception of the festival, we
have welcomed world-renowned guest artists such as Stephen Kovacevich, Leslie
Howard, Leon McCawley, Chenyin Li and David Fung. As a close-knit community
of people, PIANO WEEK has inspired many new friendships and collaborations
over the years.
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Moreton Hall School
elebrating its fifth season in Shropshire, PIANO
WEEK returns to Moreton Hall School once in
the spring and twice in the summer of 2020. With
many of the festival’s high-calibre performances planned in
honour of Beethoven’s 250th birthday, coupled with the
opening of the new Holroyd Community Theatre where all
concerts will take place, this residency is not to be missed.
The course part of PIANO WEEK runs in conjunction with
the festival and is open to pianists of any age and ability.
Residential participants are offered modern twin study
bedrooms with bathroom facilities (limited single rooms and
en suite accommodation are available upon request at an
additional cost). All meals are provided and any dietary needs
catered for. Moreton Hall School is situated just one hour
from Birmingham, Manchester and Liverpool international
airports and is within easy reach of the historic towns of
Shrewsbury and Chester. Airport transfers can be organised
at an additional cost. The school is a 5-minute drive from a
National Rail station.

UK
24 – 31 May 2020
19 – 26 Jul 2020
26 Jul – 2 Aug 2020
IN COLLABORATION WITH

Finest Urtext Editions

FACULTY
Samantha Ward (UK)
Maciej Raginia (Poland)
Maite Aguirre (Spain)
Ivana Gavric (UK)
Maya Irgalina (Belarus)
Sibila Konstantinova (Bulgaria)
Mark Nixon (South Africa)
Madalina Rusu (Romania)
Vesselina Tchakarova (Bulgaria)

Programmes & Price List
Residential Standard

£1,685 (incl. 20% VAT)

All inclusive

Residential Intensive

£2,035 (incl. 20% VAT)

All inclusive

Non-residential Standard £1,290 (incl. 20% VAT)

Full-time piano course only

Non-residential Intensive £1,640 (incl. 20% VAT)

Full-time piano course only
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pianoweek.com/moreton-hall-school-uk

Rugby School

UK

he festival returns to Rugby School, the birthplace
of Rugby football, for the third time in the summer
of 2020. Evening concerts in the Memorial Chapel
will continue PIANO WEEK’s celebrations of Beethoven’s
250th anniversary and will accompany the course, which
is open to pianists of any age and ability. With a fleet of
fine pianos and an abundance of practice facilities, this is
a perfect choice for anyone looking for a week of intensive
study.

16 - 23 Aug 2020
IN COLLABORATION WITH

Finest Urtext Editions

Based at the modern and brilliantly equipped Music School,
this residency offers our participants an opportunity to
learn from a distinguished faculty of concert pianists in the
most stimulating environment. Residential participants will
enjoy modern single or twin bedrooms (both with separate
bathrooms), cosy common rooms with TV and WiFi access
and a handful of kitchenettes which are located on campus.
All meals are provided and dietary requirements catered
for. Motorway links provide easy access to Birmingham
and London Heathrow international airports as well as
East Midlands and Luton airports. Airport transfers can be
organised at an additional cost.

FACULTY
Samantha Ward (UK)
Maciej Raginia (Poland)
Marco Fatichenti (Italy)
Caroline Oltmanns (Germany)
Melanie Spanswick (UK)
Grace Yeo (South Korea)

Programmes & Price List
Residential Standard

£1,685 (incl. 20% VAT)

All inclusive

Residential Intensive

£2,035 (incl. 20% VAT)

All inclusive

Non-residential Standard

£1,465 (incl. 20% VAT)

Inclusive of lunch & dinner

Non-residential Intensive £1,815 (incl. 20% VAT)

Inclusive of lunch & dinner
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pianoweek.com/rugby-school-uk

Scuola Comunale
di Musica di Foligno
ur residency in Foligno is based at Scuola Comunale
di Musica, a beautiful building right in the heart of
the old town. The course part of the festival forms
an intensive programme of master classes, performances
and one-to-one lessons, offering pianists an opportunity to
study with a distinguished faculty of concert artists in the
inspiring setting of this ancient town.
The main meeting point, the 12th century Piazza della
Repubblica, houses the Cathedral San Feliciano and the
Palazzo Trinci, the former home of the wealthy and art
loving family, who made Foligno an important city in the
14th and 15th centuries. Today it is a bustling place filled
with restaurants, bars and historical sites and hosting
several of the most important festivals in the whole of
Italy. Our residential participants will enjoy single en suite
accommodation in Hotel Italia situated a short walk from
the music school, as well as all meals served in the hotel’s
restaurant. Airport transfers from the regional San Francesco
d’Assisi airport in Perugia and the Fiumicino international
airport in Rome can be arranged at an additional cost.

IT
12 – 19 Jul 2020
IN COLLABORATION WITH

Finest Urtext Editions

FACULTY
Samantha Ward (UK)
Maciej Raginia (Poland)
Roberto Russo (Italy)
Kaoru Wada (Japan)

Programmes & Price List
Residential Standard

£1,840 (incl. 22% VAT)

All inclusive

Residential Intensive

£2,190 (incl. 22% VAT)

All inclusive

Non-residential Standard

£1,345 (incl. 22% VAT)

Full-time piano course only

Non-residential Intensive

£1,695 (incl. 22% VAT)

Full-time piano course only
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pianoweek.com/scuola-comunale-di-musica-di-foligno-it/

Symphony Salon
IANO WEEK returns to Tokyo for the second time
in 2020 at Symphony Salon, right in the heart of the
city. Experience Tokyo at its finest, just five minutes
away from Otemachi, the very centre of Tokyo’s subway
network. You will be able to enjoy fine restaurants and cafes,
as well as tourist attractions such as Kiba park with many
museums, temples and shrines a stone’s throw away.
Those attending PIANO WEEK Tokyo will be able to choose
between our non-residential standard or half-time course
options, boasting multiple masterclasses, one-to-one and
duet lessons alongside coaching on harmony, memorisation
and sight-reading among many other topics. All of the
performances (participant and faculty evening recitals) will
take place at Symphony Salon’s in-house concert hall. The
venue is located within easy reach of subway stations and
is accessible from Narita international airport by bus, train
or taxi. We are delighted to announce that in 2020 we are
introducing two new programmes enabling pianists in the
greater Tokyo metropolitan area to join the festival for one day
or to pop-in for an individual master class on an ad hoc basis.

JP
30 Apr – 5 May 2020
IN COLLABORATION WITH

Finest Urtext Editions

FACULTY
Samantha Ward (UK)
Maciej Raginia (Poland)
Dr Joanna Li (China)
Maiko Mori (Japan)
Yuki Negishi (Japan)

Programmes & Price List
Non-residential Standard

¥325,000 (incl. 8% CT)

Full-time piano course only

Non-residential Half-time

¥225,000 (incl. 8% CT)

Half-time piano course only

One Day Ad Hoc

¥80,000 (incl. 8% CT)

One day of tuition only

Ad Hoc Master Class

¥25,000 (incl. 8% CT)

Individual lesson only
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pianoweek.com/symphony-salon-jp/
pianoweek.com/sankt-goar-international-music-festival-de/

“Such fun and warm
teachers”
Caroline | New York

WATCH : pianoweek.com/testimonials

“It has been a truly
fantastic experience
to re-discover my
lost skill”
Harini | London

(+44) 7775 207 066

administrator@pianoweek.com
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www.pianoweek.com

“A wonderful learning
and social
experience!”
Chris | Sydney

“I cannot
recommend PIANO
WEEK highly
enough”
Stephanie | London

@PianoWeekFest

/PianoWeekFest
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@PianoWeekFest

The refresher course for pianists of all abilities
- Now in 3 volumes!
Get your ﬁngers speeding
comfortably across the keys
once again!
Designed by highly experienced pianist,
teacher and composer Melanie Spanswick,
using original pieces from the piano

BOOK 3 out now!

repertoire to teach speciﬁc techniques

Each piece is accompanied by at least
two full pages of easy-to-understand
practice tips

Go back to basics with BOOK 1,, which progresses from
around UK grade 1 up to 4
(elementary to intermediate)

Continue the journey with
BOOK 2, set at around
UK grades 5 to 8 (intermediate
from Play it again: Piano - Book 2

to late advanced)

For more advanced pianists,
BOOK 3 progresses from
around UK grades 8 to diploma
standard (advanced)

SPECIAL OFFER: 10% off these and other selected titles at:
www.schottmusiclondon.com/pianoweek
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CHINA

